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Public Ministry’s case proofs that quality is more important than 

quantity 
 
 

The introduction of the accusatory system a little earlier at the century’s beginning 
put the Public Ministry at the center of the Venezuelan criminal judicial system, by 
conferring to that organism the responsibility to manage the investigations to 
identify those responsible of crimes and put them in the accuser’s bench. This 
double function forced (The Public Ministry) to incorporate more officers and 
create new dependencies; however that has not translated into an improvement of 
the service. 
 
At least, that is the conclusion to which Aceso a la Justicia reached in its “Report of 
the Performance of the Public Ministry (2000-2018)”, which drafted along 2019 and 
for whom it reviewed the annual reports that the organism presented to the 
National Assembly since 2000. 
 
In the report it is informed of the increase of personnel at the instance warrantor of 
legality in the last two decades. “In year 2002 the Public Ministry had 1.135 
prosecutors, and in 2019, 2199, for a rate of 6,82 prosecutors per each 100 thousand 
inhabitants, which implied a raise of 93,7% of the total amount (…) Venezuela in 
year 2015 was within the average of the international recommended rate of 5,5 
prosecutors peti”, it is read in  the document. 
 
The number of Venezuelan prosecutors is within the region’s average, the study 
showed, although it also showed that is below that of other countries with a high 
incidence of criminal violence like El Salvador, which has 8,9 peti, with the highest 
rate in the region; Colombia, that has 7,8 or Guatemala that has 6,9. 
 
Crime continues unabated 
 
The growth experienced by the Public Ministry should have translated into a better 
response from citizens, because it should have solved the collapse that the entry 
into force of the Organic Procedural Criminal Code (OCPC). In the report it is 
recalled that by the first semester of 1999 17.249 cases we registered with the 
Common Crimes Direction, later by the second semester of that year and by the 
first semester of 2000, that is, in one year, 206.072 cases were registered, and by the 
first semester of 2001, 133.129 new cases were registered; that is, five times more 
than on the first semester of 1999. 
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Notwithstanding, the increase in the number of prosecutors has not been 
accompanied by a proportional increase on the number of investigations and on 
the quality of the investigation. This is demonstrated when reviewing the 
proprietary data of the Public Ministry on cases related with extrajudicial killings, 
tortures and other Human Rights violations perpetrated by public officers.  “In 
spite of the increase in the number of homicides, victims and (criminals) accused in 
2007, with respect to 2006, paradoxically the officers deprived of freedom 
decreased in a 26,35%, that is, of 52 people incarcerated in 2006, it went to only 16 
in 2007”, it is read in the document. 
 
A similar situation was confirmed on the fight against corruption. “The data given 
on the number of (people) accused in years 2015 (3.119), 2016 (2.167) and 2017 
(1.282), show an uninterrupted decrease, from 2015 to 2016 it decreased a 30,52%, 
and from 2016 to 2018 in a 40,84%, which compared to the number of charges filed 
on the same years, reveal a decision of not accusing in many of the  cases even 
having the conviction elements for that, since in 2015 charges were filed against 
3.565 and in 2016, against 3.165 people, that is, it decreased 11,22%. But what seems 
most serious to us is that in 15 months (2017-2018) there were reported almost half 
of the people accused than in 2016” the investigation detected. 
 
This would explain why emblematic cases of administrative irregularities like 
Odebrecht, Cadivi or PDVSA remain unpunished. 
(https://www.coalicionanticorrupcion.com/images/informes/La_justicia_no_est
a_ciega_Tribunal_Supremo_de_Justicia_2018.pdf) 
 
Another indicator to measure the efficacy of the Public Ministry that Acceso a la 
Justicia’s report deals with is the one related with the cost to solve each case. Thus, 
the report shows that “between 200 dollars and 400 dollars was the cost of each 
issue solved by the Public Ministry between 2009 and 2013”. 
 
Actually, the economic side does not seem to be one of the reasons by which the 
organism has not dutifully complied with its functions, at least on a good part of 
the two decades studied. Between 2000 and 2011 the Public Ministry saw how its 
budget did not but grew, so it was to manage more than 336 millions of dollars in 
2008. However, from 2012 the funds has not but fallen and “in 2015 the lowest 
budget of the term was recorded, with 23 million dollars”. 
 
The investigation was coordinated and carried forward by Elienai González 
together with a team of experts: Lissette González, Carmen Jiménez, Thais López 
and Keymer Ávila. 

https://www.coalicionanticorrupcion.com/images/informes/La_justicia_no_esta_ciega_Tribunal_Supremo_de_Justicia_2018.pdf
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¿And how does this affect you, Venezuelan? 
 
The inefficacy of the Pubic Ministry is one of the reasons by which impunity is 
champion in the country. The lack of punishment to crimes not only incites the 
crimes to be repeated, but they do so more virulently, leaving citizens defenseless. 
It should not be forgotten that Francisco de Miranda already warned: “Among the 
multiple ways to kill freedom, there isn’t one more homicidal to the republic than 
crime’s impunity or virtue proscription”. 
 
The Public Ministry is a key organism in the democratic system designed by the 
1999 Constitution, because it is not only the one in charge of bringing to justice 
those who break the law, but also is responsible for guaranteeing that the courts 
and the police forces respect citizen’s rights. 
 


