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POLICE MILITARIZING: WHEN THE REMEDY IS WORSE THAN 

THE DISEASE 

 
“Citizen’s safety organs are of civil character and shall respect the dignity and the 

Human Rights, with no discrimination whatsoever”. Despite this is established in 

article 332 of the Constitution, the reality is very different, since military logic in 

police and in the design of government policies against crime have regained 

momentum in the last few years. 

 

It so confirmed Acceso a la Justicia in its report Panoramic Vision of the police system 

(2000-2018) that the organization made along 2019 and in which evaluated the 

impact of the changes applied to the security corps and forces in the last two 

decades. 

 

In the report it is underscored how the apparent success achieved by the Police 

Reform Commission (Conarepol by its acronym in Spanish) to apply the 

constitutional mandate and put an end to the historical participation of the 

uniformed (officers) in citizen’s security labors has been vanishing, because over 

the years a “progressive” militarization process of the police forces has been given. 

Proof of that have been policies like the Bicentennial Security Apparatus (DIBISE 

by its acronym in Spanish) initiated in 2010, the Safe Fatherland Plan in 2013 or the 

Operations for People’s Freedom, best known as OLP (by its acronym in Spanish) 

of 2015. 

 

However, an emblematic case is that lived at the Bolivarian National Police (BNP), 

which as per the Magna Carta and its law is an organization of civil nature. 

However, since 2014, this force is led by generals of the Bolivarian National Guard 

(GNB) and since its creation five of its seven directors have been military men. 

Even in 2016, the BNP saw how its uniform replaced by its current camouflaged, 

which is similar to the one used by the military institutions. 

 

LET THE COBBLER STICK TO HIS LAST 

 

Why the participation of the men in uniform in citizen’s safety labor creates panic? 

Acceso a la Justicia explains so in its report: 
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“The Nations security must be clearly differentiated from citizen’s safety. The first 

is related to sovereignty and safeguard of physical borders, the organ in charge of 

complying with this function is the National Armed Force (NAF) whose officers 

are trained for that, following the war’s logic -friend-foe-: and enemies are 

annihilated. It’s a different rationality to that of citizens’ safety situation, where 

conflicts arise between civilians and the organs in charge of solving them are also 

civil in nature. The highest expression of that principle is the commission of a 

crime. That who commits a crime must be formally prosecuted and onto him a 

punishment stated in the law applied. It is then two different rationalities that shall 

not be confused, because when they are confused, the enemy is then anyone and 

an enemy has no rights, because it is not a legal category but a war category.” 

 

After warning that the “war-like rationality” which military men use to guide 

themselves “does not respect the legal and institutional limits”, Acceso a la Justicia 

sustains in its report that if this logic is applied to the war on crime it has “fatal 

consequences”. 

 

In the investigation it is concluded that police coopting by the men in uniform, 

together with the lack of training of the agents, the lack of control mechanisms, and 

corruption are responsible for the increase in extra-judicial killings occurred in the 

last few years. 

 

In the report the following can be read: 

“I can be sustain with certainty that between 2010 and 2018, which is the term in 

which there is the best systematized and continuous information, some 23.688 

people have died at the hands of the state security forces. In 2010, the rate of this 

cases was of 2.3 and in 2018 reached 16.6. ¡It is an increase of 622%! 69% of these 

deaths have occurred during the last three years (2016 and 2018)”. 

 

Participation of the BNP is not insignificant. “Despite its brief history, it positions 

itself as the second most deadly institution. It is responsible of –at least- 30% of the 

deaths due to intervention of the public force in the country.” It is warned in the 

report. 

 

In the last few months, the polarizing and questioned Special Action Forces (FAES 

by its acronym in Spanish), that belong to the BNP, have been singled-out for 

perpetrating several extra-judicial killings. Between January and November of 
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2019, of the 317 executions that the Victim’s Monitor registered in the five 

municipalities of Caracas, 70% (223) were attributed to agents of that division. 

 

Therefore, it should not be considered unusual that in July of 2019 the Office of the 

United Nations High Commissioner for the Human Rights, Michelle Bachelet, had 

requested the government to dissolve that group. 

 

The study was made by a team of experts on the matter and coordinated by the 

investigator of the Criminal Sciences Institute, Keymer Avila.  

 

¿And how does this affect you, Venezuelan? 

 

Militarizing of police forces not only means a deviation of what is established in 

the Constitution and the laws, but contradicts what is stablished by the 

international organizations like the Human Rights Inter-American Commission, 

that reminds the history of the continent is plagued of cases in which the 

participation of the military on citizen’s security issues has brought as a 

consequence grave crimes and violations of human rights. 

 

The police model designed in the Constitution intended leaving behind not only 

the Metropolitan Police (MP), but the policy of “shoot first-ask later” that left so 

many Venezuelan families in mourns. 

 

The current situation put Venezuelans in grave danger, thus shows the brutal 

increase of deaths at the hands of security forces in the last few years. These data 

show that police forces in Venezuela do not fulfill its main legal objective, which is 

protecting citizen’s rights. 
 


